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THE LATEST FACTOIDS, RESEARCH, TRIVIA AND INFORMATION “The Devil’s in the Details” 

THE DEMENTIA DETAILS DISPATCH

SEPTEMBER 2009

September Support Groups

Sep. 1
St. Mark Village

9:30 AM
Sep. 1  
Grand Villa             
6:00 PM
Sep. 2
Bon Secours Place 
6:00 PM
Sep. 4  
Grand Villa 

9:30 AM
Sep. 15
St. Mark Village 
9:30 AM
Sep. 15
Grand Villa             
6:00 PM
Sep. 16
Bon Secours Place 
6:00 PM
Sep. 18
Grand Villa 

9:30 AM
October Support Groups

Oct. 2  
Grand Villa 

9:30 AM
Oct. 6
St. Mark Village

9:30 AM
Oct. 6 
Grand Villa             
6:00 PM
Oct. 7
Bon Secours Place 
6:00 PM
Oct. 16
Grand Villa 

9:30 AM
Oct. 20
St. Mark Village 
9:30 AM
Oct. 20
Grand Villa             
6:00 PM
Oct. 21
Bon Secours Place 
6:00 PM

Visit the Dementia Caregiver Resources Table at this Event:

WOMEN TAKING CARE OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE & CONCERT 

Saturday, October 3, 2009 8am-5pm
Progress Energy Center for the Arts- Mahaffey Theater - St. Petersburg

Call Ticketmaster for tickets & prices.

Visit: http://womentcb.com/Moxy_Women-Women_Take_Care_of_the_World/
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One of the most powerful pieces of artwork that touched my soul was done by a person who had Alzheimer’s. It is a picture of a black and white cat saying: “ME - OW.” 
BRAIN BANK PROGRAM
The Alzheimer Resource Center in Orlando has a Brain Bank Program that now serves 20 counties in Florida - Pinellas is included. Please call Martha Purdy, Brain Bank Coordinator at 1-800-330-1910 x 308 for more information. 

DAKIM BRAINFITNESS SYSTEM

Grand Villa of Largo Installs New Dakim BrainFitness System to Help Seniors Combat Memory Loss and Dementia. Playing Dakim's highly stimulating and enjoyable brain games is simple, easy and intuitive for seniors on Dakim's touch screen computer, even if they've never used a computer before. The fully automated system offers challenging and entertaining multi-media activities designed to combat the onset and effects of dementia and Alzheimer's disease. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY - 

COMPASSIONATE ALLOWANCES

"This year, through Compassionate Allowances and our Quick Disability Determination process, over 100,000 Americans with severe disabilities will be approved for Social Security disability benefits in a matter of days rather than the months and years it can sometimes take," said Commissioner Astrue. "We are now looking to add more diseases and impairments to these expedited processes. With today's hearing, we are expanding our focus from specific rare diseases and cancers to look at subgroups of much broader conditions. Early-onset Alzheimer's disease is a rapidly progressive and debilitating disease of the brain that affects individuals between the ages of 50 and 65 and clearly deserves our consideration." 
Source: ucdailynews.com 
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I have not lost my mind -

It is backed up on a disk… Somewhere!

UNKNOWN
HEART-LUNG MACHINES NOT TO BLAME FOR MEMORY LOSS
Brain scientists and cardiac surgeons at Johns Hopkins have evidence from 227 heart bypass surgery patients that long-term memory losses and cognitive problems they experience are due to the underlying coronary artery disease itself and not ill after-effects from having used a heart-lung machine. Source: hopkinsmedicine.org
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CHOLESTEROL LEVELS

A new study indicates that borderline to moderately high cholesterol levels in mid-life can increase the chances of developing dementia later in life. Source: sfgate.com
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GET MARRIED

New UCLA research suggests that for seniors age 70 and older, socioeconomic status does not play a major role in the brain's continued ability to function. However, seniors who have never been married and widowers seem to perform more poorly as they age.
	
	

	


PARKINSON'S DISEASE & FARM PESTICIDES

Rural residents who drink water from private wells are much more likely to have Parkinson's disease, bolstering theories that farm pesticides may be partially to blame, according to a new study.                             Source: environmentalhealthnews.org
UNKNOWN CALLERS

If you ever get bothered by pesty phone calls where the caller doesn't talk, or your caller ID says "Unknown Caller" you can look them up at these two websites to determine who they are; see how many times people have reported problems with calls from that number; and report any problems you may be having with that number. 

1. WhoCalledUs: http://whocalled.us/lookup/2026072557

2. 800Notes:
http://800notes.com/
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PSYCHIATRIC DRUGS and OFF-LABEL PRESCRIBING
Physicians are allowed to use drugs in ways that are not specifically approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), a practice called off-label prescribing. There is usually less scientific evidence to support non-approved uses, and a new survey of physicians has found that many might not even know when they are prescribing off label. Confusion was greatest with psychiatric drugs, the survey of some 600 doctors found. Nearly one in five who prescribed Seroquel (quetiapine) in the previous year thought it was approved for patients with dementia and agitation, even though it was never approved for this use and even carried a "black box" warning that it was dangerous for elderly patients with dementia. And one in three doctors who used lorazepam (often marketed as Ativan) to treat chronic anxiety thought it had been approved for this use; in fact, the FDA warning advises against using it for this purpose. Source: nytimes.com 

Member:
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Alzheimer’s Foundation of America

Together for Care...in addition to Cure




322 Eighth Ave, 7th Floor  ♥  New York, NY  10001  ♥  1.866.AFA.8484
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